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Welcome Back!
We are very excited for the start of our new school year! We’ve had a number of
new families move to our area. We look forward to connecting with these new
students and families, and reconnecting with everyone who was here last year.
We are excited to have our building full of happy faces, laughter and smiles!

What to Expect This Fall
Alberta has moved from an emergency response for the COVID-19 pandemic to standard
public health management.  As such, we anticipate that our students will be able to
participate in regular classes and activities such as performances, field trips, sports and
other events.  Our school will continue to support enhanced hygiene and sanitization
routines and parents are reminded that they must continue to follow good public health
practices.  We encourage parents to read the Alberta Government’s “Parents’ Guide to the
2021-22 School Year”.

Is Daily Health Screening Still Required?
The Alberta Government Parent Guide recommends that each day before your child leaves
for school, parents should ask your child how they are feeling. Parents can use the Alberta
Health Daily Checklist. If your child has new signs of illness or symptoms, the Alberta
Health Daily Checklist will help you determine how long your child should stay home from
school and whether you should use the AHS Online Assessment Tool or call Health Link 811
to arrange for testing. Students with fever, cough, shortness of breath or loss of sense of
smell or taste, must stay home and isolate for 10 days. They can return to school before
10 days if they have a negative COVID-19 test result.

Frequent hand washing and following the school’s rules are also important ways to keep
each other safe. It is important to encourage good respiratory etiquette: sneezing into the
elbow or a tissue, discarding tissues immediately into a lined bin, and washing your hands
before you touch anything else.

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/181fd1bd-44c0-45ec-b3a5-5cbc92a34df0/resource/8ae876a6-a36c-496e-8fbe-c34c299dbcb8/download/edc-parents-guide-2021-22-school-year.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/181fd1bd-44c0-45ec-b3a5-5cbc92a34df0/resource/8ae876a6-a36c-496e-8fbe-c34c299dbcb8/download/edc-parents-guide-2021-22-school-year.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-08.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-08.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-08.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-08.pdf
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
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Are Masks Required on the School Bus?
Yes, the Alberta Government is still mandating that masks must be worn on the school bus
by all students, aged 2 and over, until September 27th. Please remember to provide your
child with a mask for this purpose.  Please also be aware that should your child go on a
school sports trip or other school field trip on a bus prior to September 27th, they will be
required to wear a mask. For more information on this, please refer to the Alberta
Government COVID-19 Mask Requirement webpage.

COVID-19 School Immunization Program
Alberta Health Services (AHS) Public Health School Immunization Program is offering the
COVID-19 vaccine to eligible students in Grades 7-12, who are born in 2009 or earlier.
Pembina Hills Public Schools role is to support the distribution of information and consent
forms and to host AHS in our schools.

Please be aware that children absolutely can not & will not receive a COVID-19 vaccination
without written parental consent given on the applicable AHS form. Parents can request a
printed copy of the information and consent forms from their child’s school, or they can
print applicable pages from this digital document AHS 2021-2022 COVID-19 School
Immunization Program. The program is expected to start after September 7th. Watch for
further information regarding schedules for our school.

Contact the School If Your Child Will Be Away (780-954-3790)
Please remember to contact the school before 8�30 am to inform us if your child will be
away, due to illness, appointments, etc. You can speak to Mrs. Borst in the office or email
her at jan.borst@pembinahills.ca, or leave a message on the school answering machine. It is
important that we be aware if your child will be away for just a day or for an extended
period of time. If we know that your child’s absence will be for a number of days, your
child’s teacher can work with you to provide at-home work so your child will not fall
behind.

Remind101
Most of the teachers in our school use a text messaging system called Remind101.  Teachers
will be sending home information on how parents can sign up to this messaging service.  It
allows teachers to send quick reminders about upcoming tests or assignments, remind
parents about classroom events, schedule changes, skating days, swim days, etc. Rather
than sending paper notes back and forth, Remind101 allows parents and teachers to quickly
communicate with each other about daily happenings.

https://www.alberta.ca/masks.aspx?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=sticker&utm_campaign=Covid19&utm_term=masks
https://www.alberta.ca/masks.aspx?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=sticker&utm_campaign=Covid19&utm_term=masks
https://www.pembinahills.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/08/Alberta-Health-2021-2022-School-Immunization.pdf
https://www.pembinahills.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/08/Alberta-Health-2021-2022-School-Immunization.pdf
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SchoolMessenger
Another messaging system used by our School Division is called SchoolMessenger.  Parents
can sign up for text messages from this system by texting “Y” or “Yes” to 978338 (standard
text message & data rates may apply).  Parents can OPT-OUT at any time by replying
“STOP” to any message.  The School Division will use this messaging service to send out
messages that apply to all parents.

At this point in time, our particular school has not relied on the use of SchoolMessenger.
Rather we rely on Remind101 for individual classroom reminders, and Mrs. Borst has an
all-parent email list that she uses to communicate all other information to parents (monthly
newsletters, important announcements, etc).  However, we still encourage parents to sign
up for SchoolMessenger as we may be transitioning to this system in the future, and
parents can use it to receive general School Division information.

Our School Website www.pncs.ca
We  do our best to keep our school website current with all the latest and greatest updates
and information that you might need. The website calendar is kept up-to-date and
different news items and articles are highlighted for your attention. Be sure to check it out
at www.pncs.ca.

One of the most popular features is our “Daily Announcements” tab. Every Sunday night
our announcements are updated to include all the upcoming events for the week. Make it a
habit to check it out and you’ll have all the reminders you need for things happening at
school that week!

Are You on PowerSchool?
Pembina Hills School Division has made the transition to online for all registrations,
permission forms, fees and payments. All Pembina Hills parents and guardians must have
an active parent account in PowerSchool to access these online services.

Online Fees and Payment
Through your PowerSchool account you can access “Student Quick Pay” by clicking on
“Fees and Payments” in the main menu.  Parents can pay school fees, order and pay for hot
lunches, pay for chromebooks, swim fees, sports fees and field trip fees.  (As always,
payments may also be made at the school office by cash or cheque).

Online Registration and Permission Forms
New for 2021 - Our School Division has started using a new system called “SchoolEngage”
to collect registrations and some permission forms. Through your PowerSchool account
you can access “SchoolEngage” by clicking on “Registration and Permission Forms” in the
main menu.  This system has just been implemented, so it will be a learning process for all
of us to get accustomed to it.

http://www.pncs.ca
https://www.pembinanorthcommunityschool.ca/news-events/daily-announcements-2/
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How To Make A PowerSchool Account

Existing Users - Logging In To PowerSchool

If you have a PowerSchool account already set up, that is fantastic!  At this point
approximately 85% of our families have set up their account.  Here are some reminders on
how to get into your account:

● Sign in at https://powerschool.pembinahills.ca/public/home.html
● If you’ve forgotten your password, click the Forgot Username or Password link to reset it.
● If you’ve forgotten both your Username and Password, call Mrs. Borst in the school office (or

email her at jan.borst@pembinahills.ca) and she can reset them for you and help you out.

New Users - Creating your PowerSchool account

If you don’t have a parent account set up, you will need to create one. Follow these steps:

1. You will need a unique access ID and password for each of your children. Please contact Mrs.
Borst in the school office and she will give you this information.

2. Go to https://powerschool.pembinahills.ca/public. Click on the Create Account button.
● Enter your first and last name.
● Enter your email address; this is the email address to which all notices from the

school are sent.
● Enter a username - Note: your username CANNOT contain a space, hyphen or

special character.
● Enter a password. Your password MUST be at least eight (8) characters in length

3. Link your children to your account. You can add up to 7 children to your account. This may
include your own children, foster children or any child under your guardianship.

● Enter the name of your children you wish to have access to on a separate line.
● Enter the Access ID for each child (Mrs. Borst will give you this).
● Enter the Access Password for each child (Mrs. Borst will give you this).
● Select from the list, your relationship to the child (e.g. “Mother, natural/adoptive”).
● When you are finished, be sure to click Enter at the bottom of the page.

4. Verify your account. You will receive an email to verify your new account. Simply click on the
link in the email, which will return you to the login screen.

5. Click here to sign in with the username and password you created:
https://powerschool.pembinahills.ca/public/home.html

https://powerschool.pembinahills.ca/public/home.html
mailto:jan.borst@pembinahills.ca
https://powerschool.pembinahills.ca/public
https://powerschool.pembinahills.ca/public/home.html
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Forms Due by September 17th
Each year we require parents to fill out 5 different school start-up forms (Demographic
Verification Form, Student FOIP Form, Technology Acceptable Use Form, School Physical Activity Form, Field
Trips Within Walking Distance Form)

This year all 5 of these forms have been combined into one great big electronic form called
the Demographic Student Form Update. To complete this you will need to log into your
Powerschool Parent Account.  Then you can choose the “Registration and Permission
Forms” section from the side menu, and then follow the instructions. This form needs to be
completed by Friday, September 17th.

Visiting the School & Parent Volunteers
If you are visiting the school we ask that you please read through the Alberta Health Daily
Checklist and act accordingly. All visitors and volunteers are asked to check-in at the
school office where you will be signed in..

If you are dropping something off for your child, it can be left at the office and we will get it
to your child. If you need to speak with your child, we will call them down to the office for
you (rather than you going to the classroom).  This will limit interruptions to their class and
help keep the other students on track with their lessons.

If you wish to volunteer at the school, our School Division policy requires that you
complete and submit a Volunteer Registration form, complete with a current Criminal
Record Check and an Intervention Record Check. This only needs to be done once during
the duration of your child’s time at our school. Thank you to all of those who have already
submitted this information. Please ask at the office if you require a Volunteer Registration
Form.

Administration of Medication
If your child requires medication during the school day, please complete Form 5-23
Medication - Parent Consent and provide the school with the medication indicated. School
staff are not allowed to administer medication to students without written parental
consent. This includes over-the-counter medication (ie Tylenol, Advil, Tums). If you require
a form, please contact the school office.

VTRA - Violence Threat Risk Assessment
Our school district places a high priority on the prevention of youth violence. They
continue to work together with other community partners and have developed a Violence
Threat Risk Assessment and Intervention Protocol. A VTRA Brochure and Q&A are available
through our School Division webpage.

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-08.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-08.pdf
https://docushare.pembinahills.ca/dsweb/Get/Document-248727/4-60%20Volunteer%20Registration.pdf
https://docushare.pembinahills.ca/dsweb/Get/Document-110828/5-23%20Medication%20-%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://docushare.pembinahills.ca/dsweb/Get/Document-110828/5-23%20Medication%20-%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://www.pembinahills.ca/schools-programs/parents-information/violence-threat-risk-assessment/
https://www.pembinahills.ca/schools-programs/parents-information/violence-threat-risk-assessment/
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School Bell Times
Classes Begin: 8�30 am
Morning Recess (Elementary): 10�10-10�25 am
Noon Break: 12�05-12�50 pm
Afternoon Recess (Elementary): 2�05-2�20 pm
Afternoon Break (Junior High): 2�20-2�30 pm
Last Class Ends: 3�50 pm
Busses Leave the Parking Lot: 3�55 pm

Picking Up Your Child During the School Day
If you are picking up your child during the school day, please let your child’s teacher know
in advance. We will do our best to have your child packed up and waiting in the front lobby
of the school. Parents must come into the school and check in at the office so we know that
you have arrived and are taking your child with you.

Picking Up Your Child At the End of the School Day
If you are picking up your child at the end of the day, your child(ren) will be waiting along
the front of the school on the black benches until they see your vehicle. There is a large
pathway in front of our bus line up area where students can safely move onto the bus
sidewalk and enter your vehicle in our parent pick up zone.

We know that plans change, but the sooner you can let the school know about after-school
pick-ups, the easier it is to arrange. Please try to call before 2�00 pm.

School Spirit Wear (Hats, Hoodies, T-Shirts, Sports Bags)
You can order PNCS hats, hoodies, t-shirts, sports bags and much more through our School
Spirit Wear website (Entripy Shops). Once you place your order it will be shipped directly
to your home address. Click here to go to the Entripy Shops website.

Food Sales for the 2021-22 School Year
In the past few years we have offered monthly hotdog, pizza, sub sandwich and ice cream
sales to our students. Last year we had to change our routine to accommodate different
regulations that were in place.  This year we hope to be able to offer our hotdog, pizza, sub
sandwich and ice cream sales again starting in October. Watch for more information to
come with order information and instructions.

https://pembinanorthcommunityschool.entripyshops.com/
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Staffing for the 2021-22 School Year
We have a fantastic group of teaching and support staff at Pembina North Community
School. If you’d like to have a look at who’s who, please check out our Staff Directory on our
school web-page.

We would like to say a special welcome to Ms. Ann-Marie Carnegie who will be teaching
Grade 1 for us, filling in for Ms. Ariana Montgomery who has taken a temporary position
with our PHSD Education Services.

For those who are new to Pembina North, you’ll notice that one of our staff members is a
little fuzzier than the others. His name is Dexter and he is our Emotional Support Dog. He
accompanies Donna Ward, our Success Coach. He is a small hypoallergenic dog who spends
the majority of his day inside Mrs. Ward’s office with the occasional little trip outside to use
the facilities. Dexter is registered with the Canadian Service Dog Association as an Official
Service Dog and is in compliance of all regulations in this regard. Dexters serves a very
important role in our school, providing emotional support to students who may require it,
all under the supervision of Mrs. Ward.

Special Thanks
We would like to say a huge thank you to Keeara & Jaret King for donating all of the new
wood chips for our front flower beds and around our side planter boxes.  It all looks so nice!

Home Alone Course
Westlock Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) is willing to put on a Home Alone
Course at our school if there is enough interest. The purpose of the course is to give
children (10 and older) strategies to be confident as they get to the age where parents may
begin to leave them home alone for short periods of time. The course would be held on one
of our Alternate Fridays when we don’t have school. Children must be 10 or older to attend.
If you are interested, please email jan.borst@pembinahills.ca.

https://www.pembinanorthcommunityschool.ca/our-staff/staff-directory/
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Upcoming Events

Thursday, September 16th: Student Vote
With our Federal Election just around the corner, it is a great time to teach our students
about democracy and the voting process.  Mrs. Montgomery has enrolled our school in
“Student Vote”. Students in Grades 6-9 will have a chance to hear the platforms of all the
candidates in our constituency, and then we will be holding a “Mock Vote” on Thursday,
September 16th.  The results of our student vote will not be released until after the Federal
Elections results are announced.

Thursday, September 16th: Junior High Awards
We will be holding our Junior High Awards Night on Thursday, September 16th at 7�00 pm
in the School Gymnasium.  This Awards Night will celebrate the accomplishments of our
2020-21 Junior High students.  Watch for invitations to come home soon.  We will be
requesting RSVP’s in order to set-up our gym in a manner that accommodates everyone
while providing for the maximum amount of space between family groups.

Wednesday, September 22nd: School Council Meeting
Our first School Council Meeting for this year will be held on Wednesday, September 22nd
at 7�00 pm via Google Meet. We will provide parents with the logon information closer to
the meeting date. If you have anything you would like added to the agenda, please
email our School Council Chair, Lisa Lawrence, at lisamichellek@hotmail.com.

Wednesday, September 22nd: Fundraising Association Meeting
Our PNCS Fundraising Association will also have their first meeting of the year on
Wednesday, September 22nd. This meeting is at 8�00 pm, also taking place via Google Meet.
We will email the logon information to parents closer to the meeting date.

Thursday, September 23rd: Cross Country Run
The annual Divisional Cross Country Run for Grade 6-9 will be held on Thursday,
September 23rd at the Westlock Golf Course.  Students who choose to participate will be
taken to the Golf Course by bus for the run. Permission forms will be required and will be
posted soon for parents to fill out electronically through Powerschool.

Tuesday, September 28th: School Picture Day
Smart Photography will be at our school on Tuesday, September 28th to take our annual
student portraits.  We will be forwarding information home on how to order picture
packages from Smart. Last year Smart required all orders to be made on-line and we
anticipate it will be the same this year.  If parents of preschool children would like their
picture taken, please be at the school at 8�30 am. The photographers will take the
preschool pictures first, and then work their way up through the classes.  Pictures will be
taken in the gym.

https://studentvote.ca/
mailto:lisamichellek@hotmail.com
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Tuesday, September 28th: Terry Fox Run
We will be holding our annual Terry Fox Run on Tuesday, September 28th starting at 2�30
pm.   All students will be participating in the run, which will take place throughout the
hamlet of Dapp.  Students will be supervised throughout the event. Pledge forms will be
available for those who would like to raise money for the Terry Fox Foundation, or you can
donate through our school page on the Terry Fox Foundation website.
https://secure.terryfox.ca/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?TeamID=946696
*Reminder - School pictures will be taken in the morning on this same day, so if needed,
please send a change of clothes for the Terry Fox Run.

Wednesday, September 29th: Tentative Date for Our Annual Jr High Soccer
Tournament
We have set a tentative date of Wednesday, September 29th for our Annual Jr High Soccer
Tournament in Fawcett.  We still have to iron out all the details, so stay tuned for more
information as we put this tournament together.

Thursday, September 30th: Orange Shirt Day
On September 30th we will be taking part in Orange Shirt Day. Students are encouraged to
wear an orange shirt to school on this day. Orange Shirt Day originated in 2013 as a means
to educate people and promote awareness about the Residential School System and the
impact this system had on Indigineous communities in Canada.

Junior High Volleyball Information

Coaches: Our coaches for volleyball this year are Mr. Ivey (Boys Gr 7-9 team), Mrs. Rau
(Girls Gr 8-9 team) and Mrs. Ewasiw (Girls Gr 7-8 team).

Practices: Our Girls teams will practice on Mondays & Wednesdays; our Boys team will
practice on Tuesdays & Thursdays. Practices run from 4�00 pm - 5�30 pm.

Schedule: The schedule of league games is still in the works. It will be sent home with
players as soon as it is finalized.

Jerseys: Our Sports Jersey order should be arriving any day. As soon as they arrive we will
distribute them to students who ordered and paid for a jersey last June.

https://secure.terryfox.ca/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?TeamID=946696
https://secure.terryfox.ca/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?TeamID=946696
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September 2021
Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Aug 31
First day of school
for Kindergarten,
Gr 1, 3, 5,7, 9

Sept 1
First day of school for
Gr 2, 4, 6, 8

Sept 2
All Students Gr
K-9 attend
classes

First practice
JH Boys VB

Sept 3
All Students
Gr 1-9 attend
classes

First practice
JH Girls VB

Sept 4

Sept 5 Sept 6
No School
(Labour Day)

Sept 7
Kindergarten Day

Sept 8 Sept 9
Kindergarten
Day

Sept 10 Sept 11

Sept 12 Sept 13 Sept 14
Kindergarten Day

Sept 15 Sept 16
Kindergarten
Day

Student Vote

Jr High Awards
Night

Sept 17
Alternate Day
(No School at
PNCS)

JH VB Tournie
Morinville

Sept 18

JH VB
Tournie
Morinville

Sept 19 Sept 20 Sept 21
Kindergarten Day

Sept 22

School Council
Meeting 7 pm

Fundraising
Assn Meeting 8 pm

Sept 23
Kindergarten
Day

Gr 6-9 Cross
Country Run

Sept 24
Teacher-
Directed Day
(No School for
Students)

Sept 25

Sept 26 Sept 27 Sept 28
Kindergarten Day

Picture Day
(morning)

Terry Fox Run
(starts at 2:30 pm)

Sept 29

Tentative Date for  Jr
High Fawcett  Soccer
Tournie

Sept 30
Kindergarten
Day

Orange Shirt Day

Oct 1
PD Day (No
School for
Students)

PLEASE SEE THE WEBSITE CALENDAR FOR ACTIVITIES HAPPENING IN 2021

“United We Achieve Excellence”
Pembina North Community School

RR #1, Dapp, AB, T0G 0S0     Ph: 780-954-3790
www.pncs.ca

https://www.pembinanorthcommunityschool.ca/
http://www.pncs.ca

