
Minutes of the Pembina North Community School Council Meeting 
Tuesday January 17, 2017 

PNCS School Conference Room 
 
 

 

 

Attendance 

Darcie Eamor, Daryl Chattargoon, Adam Budgen, Michelle Rau, Carling Montgomery, Gwen Brandl, Dana 
Callihoo, Jackie Comeau, Cristy Paly, Janice Tymkow, Denise Boulerice, Brandi Wolff, Jane Rottier, Anna 
Marie Kochan, Karen Gabel 

  

Call to Order/ Welcome/ Introductions Follow-up Action 
Recommended 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:13 PM 

 Agenda was reviewed, no changes made 

 

 

Adopting the Minutes from last meeting Follow-up Action 
Recommended 

 Minutes from November meeting were displayed 

 Motion to approve minutes as presented made by Jane, seconded by 

Michelle, all in favor, carried. 

 

 Minutes are on 
our website. 

 

Fundraising report Follow-up Action 
Recommended 

 

 The fundraising report was presented by Brandi Wolff 

 They have ordered some custom soccer nets to be made for this spring. 
They will be heavy & anchored and the netting itself will be removed 
when the season is over to extend the life span of the nets. 

 Bingo brought in just over $2400.  There will be no Bingo in the spring. 

 MUDD Safety program is in place but they are still looking for letters from 
parents of past participants in order to receive some grant money for the 
program. Remind notice was sent out to parents of students in Grade 7 & 
8 to remind them to submit their letters to campbellclydes@xplornet.com 

 June 20 & 21st is the next Casino. They will be looking for volunteers. The 
current Casino account money needs to be spent before then. The 
money in the account is for with the Outdoor Classroom, Soccer Nets, 
and Field Trips. 

 Motion to accept the report as presented made by Michelle,seconded by 
Carling, All in Favor, carried. 
 

 Letters in support 
of MUDD Safety 
send to 
campbellclydes@
xplornet.com 

 

 Casino upcoming 
June 20 & 21 

 
 

 

Trustee Report 
Jackie Comeau 

Follow-up Action 
Recommended 
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 The Trustees attended the Alberta School Boards Association fall meeting 

and had opportunity to network with various people including Education 

Minister David Eggen.  

 Kim Webster is on the Rural School Boards committee 

 Jackie Comeau is on the committee for the SuperNet (the fibre optic 

network that Albera schools use for the internet). The current contract 

expires in 2018 and they are reviewing it with the Technology Service 

Department.  

 In January the Trustees received a report from Student Services that 
Pembina Hills Public Schools have 99.5 % inclusion in their classrooms. 
While 99.5 per cent of PHPS students are physically included, Director 

Rob McGarva noted it is hard to measure social and academic inclusion.  

 On January 16th, the Minister of Education, David Eggen visited the 

ADLC in Barrhead to see how the Alberta Distance Learning Centre 

continues to excel in Distance Learning. Trustees had an opportunity to 

connect with him one-on-one. Trustee Comeau explained how valuable it 

is for them to have personal contact with him at any opportunity so he can 

better understand our needs.  

 Jackie reminded parents to please make every effort to participate in the 

annual phone survey conducted by Pembina Hills Public Schools. Parent 

comment was that sometimes with the questions, it would be nice to have 

access to them online as well because some of the questions need more 

thought and consideration before answering. They are only doing phone 

surveys right now because that gives best results, but Jackie said she 

would make a note to mention this to the committee. The survey results 

are released to the schools in April. It is just a summary of the data 

collected, no personal information is shared. These results help schools 

know what to focus on for their next year planning day which school 

council is invited to attend. It is in April.   

 Motion to approve the report as presented made by Dana, seconded by 

Janice, All in Favor, Carried. 

 Look at the 

PHRD website 

for the latest 

information and 

most up to date 

policies, 

including the 

bus status. 

 Sign up for the 

Pembina Hills 

Public Schools 

newsletter 

 

Alternate School Calendar 
Darcie Eamor & Daryl Chattargoon 

Follow-up Action 
Recommended 

 

 Every year our school calendar is designed with a required amount of 
instructional time as well as dates already set by our School Division and 
Administrators, such as: Start date, Christmas break, Teacher 
Convention, Spring Break, Professional Development Days, Early 
Dismissal Days, Exam Days, and the Last Day.  

 Our Alternate School Calendar is going to be better aligned with the other 
schools that have an Alternate School Year Calendar. These schools 
include: Busby, Dunstable, Eleanor Hall, Fort Assiniboine School, 
Neerlandia Public Christian School, and Pembina North Community 
School.  This year, the other schools want to align their alternate calendar 
to match ours as much as possible. 

 Three different scenarios were presented based upon what days would 
be flexible and what made the most sense for consistency with our 
instructional time. Draft 1 had 3 five day weeks, Draft 2 had 2 five day 
weeks, and Draft 3 had 1 five day week.  

 
The alternate school 
year calendar for next 
year will be posted 
online after the Board 
meeting in February. 
Right now, the 
2017/18 division wide 
calendar for next year 
is posted on the 
PHRD website with 
the start date of 
August 30.  
 
  
 



 Discussion was held.  

 Janice motioned that we accept Option C with one 5 day week and that is 
what the Administration should present to the School Board at their 
meeting in February. Seconded by Jane, all in favor, carried.  

 

 

School Generated Funds 
Darcie Eamor & Daryl Chattargoon 

Follow-up Action 
Recommended 

 Darcie presented a summary of last years’ School Generated Funds with 
details on how much was spent on various school activities. There were 
questions and discussion about some of the figures. Darcie will provide a 
response once she has an opportunity to speak with Jan, who prepared 
the SGF summary. 

  
Darcie will answer 
individual 
questions via 
email. 

 

Outdoor Spaces Committee Update Follow-up Action 
Recommended 

 

 Right now, we are researching the possibility of bringing in a 1985 

Modular building that is currently at Neerlandia to our yard at PNCS. 

Alberta Education and Infrastructure owns all modular school buildings 

however due to its age, they have written this particular building off and 

given it to Pembina Hills. Tracy Tyremen and his crew are inspecting the 

building to see if it is worthwhile to move here and the costs associated 

with fixing it up and setting it up.  If it is good, it will be our outdoor 

classroom / construction workroom and will be set up and moved here 

this spring. We will have another meeting once Tracy finds out the 

verdict.  

 Fundraising Society has committed $10,000 to the Outdoor Spaces 

project and the school has also committed at least $10,000 to the project. 

  

 
 

 
Need more 
volunteers to sit in on 
this committee. 
 
Next meeting set for 
February 28 at 7 PM 

 

Other News and Upcoming Events Follow-up Action 
Recommended 

 

 Dapp Community Council has approved costs for fixing the building on 
the skating rink to improve the overhang so that the snow from the roof 
doesn’t drop down right at the doors. 

 We have a skate-a-thon scheduled for gym time during the school day on 
Thursday. The gym teachers will come up with an alternative in case the 
ice is not good to be on, but they will proceed. Funds raised goes back to 
the community for upkeep of the Skating Rink.  

 Trickster Theatre will be here all next week. It is a Drama Residency 
program that we are lucky to be selected to participate in. They will be 
working with each class to put on a 90 minute final production show on 
Thursday January 26 with performances at 1 PM and 7 PM. Check out 
clips posted on pncs.ca to see more. 

 

 
Drama Production 
Show Thursday 
January 26 
Showtime 1 PM 
and 7 PM.  
No Cost 
Food Bank 
Donations 
Welcome 

 

 

Old Business Follow-up Action 
Recommended 

 Review of Christmas Dinner held in Jarvie  



o There were plenty of volunteers willing to help. Headed up by 
Charlene Dechaine  

o Staff thought it worked out fine having staggered attendance 
o Bus drivers were Ross & Gordon Lea and Gwen Booth.  They 

donated their time volunteering to drive the students down 
o Older students were grouped with younger students to help 

them get into the Jarvie Rec Centre, take off their boots and 
coats, line up for food, and carry their food and drinks to their 
tables. 

o Junior Highs stayed behind to clean up 

 Hot Lunch / Breakfast / Milk Program review 
o School staff decided to do the Free Christmas Dinner plus one 

more free Hot Lunch in January because of the donations 
received by the school 

o Breakfast program was not productive last year and it was time 
consuming and costly so it has been modified to a “meal of 
necessity” program. If a student is hungry, the school has 
granola bars and other snacks on hand to give out. As well, if a 
student has no lunch or forgets their lunch, the staff will make 
them a Cheese Whiz sandwich. This is simple, provides 
something for the student, and it is easy for the school to get 
small donations for this.  

o Discussion was held about the milk program being 
discontinued due to many factors. Milk was going sour (even 
the UHT type that doesn’t need constant refrigeration), there is 
a lack of storage space for it, students were wasting it or not 
wanting it even though some of them had many “milk 
coupons”, the cleaning and storage of the recyclables, it was a 
lot of work and they were still losing money on it. Staff felt it 
was no longer something they wanted to deal with. 

 

 

 

New Business Follow-up Action 

Recommended 

On goal setting night or another night when parents are in the building, 

school council should try to recruit volunteers for various things school 

council is doing.  In idea was shared to have permission forms to contact 

parents and find out what they would want to volunteer for. Cristy said she 

would help Adam with this.   

Daryl is working on the Grade 5/6 Basketball tournament. It will be held in 

early March. Tammi Simpson is heading up the concession. Contact 

Tammi if you can help in the concession. 

Leslie Foster has volunteered to do a Family Fun Yoga Night if we’re 

interested in hosting something.  

 

Cristy & Adam 

working together to 

make up a volunteer 

list. Follow ASCA and 

PIPA regulations. 

 

Date of Next Meeting & Adjournment Follow up Action 

Recommended 



Next school council meeting will be held April 11 at 7 PM.  

Dana moved for adjournment at 9:05 PM, Carling seconded. All in favor. Carried. 

 

 

 

 


